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homage to him!  But when all three are found, and no conceit to
boot, a wonder of wonders is that!
These four qualities [namely, liberality, learning, heroism, and lack of
conceit] were found in this Vikramarka. One time in another [or, a
hostile] land a certain panegyrist recited a hymn of praise of Vikrama
before another king. Hearing this hyrnn of praise that Icing became
jealous, and said to the panegyrist: "O bard, why is it that all the
panegyrists praise only Vikramarka? Is there then no other king than
he?" The bard said: "O king, there is no king in the three worlds
like him for generosity, service of others, courage, and heroism. To do
a service for others he grudges not even his own body." Hearing these
words this king determined that he too would engage in the service of
others. And calling an ascetic he said: "O ascetic, is there any way of
providing ever new wealth each day, for the purpose of serving others?"
And the ascetic said: "O king, there is no way." The king said: "If
there is any way tell it to me, and I will carry it out." The ascetic said:
"Well, on the fourteenth day of the dark half of the month perform
homage to the band of the sixty-four witches [yogini], and after cele-
brating the preliminary rites before them with a hymn, make the ten-
fold offering. And at the end of the offering, by way of complete-obla-
tion, sacrifice your own body itself in the fire. Then the band of witches
will be propitiated, and will give you whatever you ask." Hearing this
the king carried out the instructions in full, and at the time for the com-
plete-oblation threw his own body into the fire. And the band of
witches was propitiated, and gave the king a new body, and said: "O
king, choose a wish." The king said: "O mothers, if you are propiti-
ated, cause the seven great jars which are in my house to be filled with
gold every day." And they said: "If for the space of three months you
will sacrifice your own body thus in the fire every day, we will do as you
ask." The king said: "So be it," and continued to offer his body in the
fire every day.
One time King Vikramarka heard a report of this; and going to the
place, at the time of the complete-oblation he threw himself into the
fire. And the witches said to one another: "Today the human flesh is
much sweeter than usual, and the man's heart is very sound and good/'
And when they had brought him to life again they said: " Great
hero, who are you ? What purpose have you in sacrificing your body ?"
He replied: "I have offered my body in the fire in order to serve
others." The witches said: "Then we are satisfied with you; choose a
wish." The king answered: " If your ladyships are satisfied with me,

